Sample Notification of Change in Eligibility Requirements for Students Enrolled in an Institute of Higher Education

	Date:
	


	Name
	

	Address:
	

	Address:
	

	City, State, Zip
	


Dear _________________________:

Congress has passed a bill that changes the Section 8 eligibility requirements for students enrolled in an institute of higher education.  As a result, all adult household members who plan to move to or live at this property as part of your household must meet the eligibility requirements.
At your next certification, all adult household members will be asked to complete the student questionnaire.  The student eligibility requirements are attached.  

If you have any questions about the new eligibility requirements, please contact this office between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday.

Thank you,

     _________________________

Property Manager

cc:   Resident File

Section 8 Eligibility of Students Enrolled in an Institute of Higher Education

A student enrolled in an Institute of Higher Education as defined by the Higher Education Act of 1965-Amended 1998 will be deemed eligible for assistance if the student meets all other eligibility requirements, passes screening criteria and is:

1) Living with parents/guardian or

2) 24 years of age or older or
3) A veteran of the United States armed services or

4) Married or

5) Has a dependent child or

6) Can prove independence of parents including 
i) Providing certification that the parents did not claim the student on the most recent tax return 
ii) The student has lived separate of the parents for at least one year or the student meets the Department of Education’s definition of an independent student.  

7) Is disabled and was receiving Section 8assistance as of November 30, 2005
8) Has parents who are income eligible for the Section 8 program

Any financial assistance, in excess of amounts received for tuition, that an individual receives under the Higher Education Act of 1965 from private sources or an institution of higher education (as defined under the Higher Education Act of 1965) shall be considered income to that individual.  There are two exceptions to this income calculation requirement.  No financial assistance that an individual receives under the Higher Education Act of 1965 from private sources or an institution of higher education (as defined under the Higher Education Act of 1965) shall be considered income if the student is:

1) Living with his/her parents/guardian or

2) 24 or older with dependent children

A student who does not meet the eligibility requirements and who is currently receiving Section 8 assistance will have his or her assistance terminated.   HUD does not require us to evict the student or to require the student to move.  
If the ineligible student is residing in a household - other than with the student’s parents - the assistance will be terminated for the entire household. If the ineligible student moves from the unit, the remaining members of the household may again be eligible for section 8 assistance, if available. 
If , based on the number of remaining household members, the household no longer qualifies for the unit size, the household may be required to move to an appropriate size unit when one is available, or, with the approval of the owner may move in another eligible person as a member of the household and remain in the same unit. 
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