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Disclaimer 

 

 

The material contained in this document is not comprehensive of the continually emerging issues surrounding 

policies in The Multifamily Housing industry.  In addition, the handbook guidance is derived from The HUD 

Handbook 4350.3 Rev 1 Change 4 released in August 2013 and in December 2013 and subsequent notices and 

memos from HUD. 

 

These materials were updated 8/2022. 

 

The reader should understand that these materials are not designed for, nor should be relied upon, as a source of 

legal guidance or as a final authority with respect to any particular circumstance. 

 

Ross Business Development makes no warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose or any other 

warranty of any type with regard to these materials. 

Owners and management should seek competent legal advice in developing and carrying out housing policies and 

procedures. 

 

We have been diligent in our efforts to provide comprehensive and accurate regulatory instruction; Ross Business 

Development shall not be responsible for errors or inaccuracies. 

 

http://www.rbdnow.com/
mailto:info@rbdnow.com
http://www.rbdnow.com/
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INTRODUCTION 
This FASTFact was created to address questions about how to complete the 50059 when a child who lives in the 

unit is part of a joint custody arrangement and the other family also receives HUD assistance.  This FASTFact 

also explains the impact on the EIV Reports and how owner/agents should document the Tenant File and the 

Master File.    

 

Guidance from HUD is provided in HUD’s TRACS 2.0.2.D MAT Guide Chapter 5 and in HH 4350.3 Paragraphs 

3-6 (Income Limits), 3-23 (Occupancy Standards).  Guidance is also provided in HH 4350.3 Paragraph 5-6 

(Income), 5-7 (Assets) and 5-10 (Deductions). 

 

Please note that HUD provides guidance for situations where two families share custody of one child AND BOTH 

FAMILIES RECEIVE HUD HOUSING ASSISTANCE.  Some of these rules may not apply when only one 

family receives HUD housing assistance. 

CHILDREN IN JOINT CUSTODY ARRANGEMENTS 

There are two situations when a child may appear in two different units.  One occurs when two families receiving 

HUD subsidy have joint custody of a child.  The families applied and live separately either on the same property 

or on two different properties. The other is when one family “splits” becoming two families receiving subsidy and 

both families will share custody. 

 

The child may appear on a 50059 for both units.  

 

Note:  In some cases, the other family is assisted through HUD’s Public and Indian Housing program and the 

family receives a voucher.  In these cases, the PHA uses HUD Form 50058 instead of 50059. 

 

When children are in joint custody arrangements, property managers should understand that this will affect the 

following: 

 The EIV Existing Tenant Search (reviewed before the child moves to your property) 

 The EIV Multiple Subsidy Report (Master File) 

 The 50059 

o Special Status Codes 

o Income 

o Assets 

o Deductions 

 

Owner/agents should note that there is no requirement for a family to provide formal proof of custody unless it is 

required by local law. This does not mean you are prohibited from requesting such documentation, just that it is 

not required.   

 
(See HH 4350.3 Paragraph 5-10).  HUD has clarified that if there is a local requirement to provide proof of custody (state or 

local law), then owner/agents must comply with any such requirement.   

 

It is important to ask pertinent questions related to occupancy, income and expenses to ensure that any Assistance Payment is 

calculated correctly.  We provide a Self-Certification for this purpose. 

HUD’S EIV EXISTING TENANT SEARCH 

Owner/agents are required to review the EIV Existing Tenant Search for all family members before that member 

moves in to a unit.  There is an exception when the member does not have a Social Security Number. 

 

http://www.rbdnow.com/
mailto:info@rbdnow.com
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/mfh/trx/trxdocs
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
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If an owner/agent reviews the EIV Existing Tenant Search and discovers that the minor is living in another unit 

with another family, the owner/agent should document the file and explain that more than one family shares 

custody of the child and both families live in assisted housing.  This is acceptable and there is no corrective 

action.   

INCOME LIMITS & OCCUPANCY STANDARDS 

It is especially important to have the family certify the percentage of time the child will spend in each unit.  You may be able 

to verify this if there is a formal custody agreement.    

 

In cases where the child is listed on a 50058 (PIH) and/or 50059(MF) for more than one household, if the child 

lives in the unit at least 50% of the time, the child can be included in the count for: 

 Income Limits 

 Unit Size 

 Dependent Deduction 

INCOME LIMITS 

When determining family size for income limits, the owner must include children in joint custody 

arrangements who are present in the household 50% or more of the time.  See HH 4350.3 Paragraph 3-6. 

OCCUPANCY STANDARDS 

 In order to determine the size of unit that would be appropriate for a particular family, the owner needs to 

determine the number of family members and will include children in joint custody arrangements who are present 

in the household 50% or more of the time.  See HH 4350.3 Paragraph 3-23. 

DEDUCTIONS 

Deductions are used to reduce the family’s Tenant Rent.  See HH 4350.3 Paragraph 5-10 for information about 

how to apply deductions when more than one family shares custody of a child and both families live in assisted 

housing. 

DEPENDENT DEDUCTION 

When more than one family shares custody of a child and both families live in assisted housing, only one family 

at a time can claim the Dependent Deduction. The family that counts the Dependent Deduction also counts the 

unearned income of the child. The other family claims neither the Dependent Deduction nor the unearned income 

of the child.  See HH 4350.3 Paragraph 5-6:   

 

The MAT Guide provides additional guidance and specifies that, in this situation, in order for the family to 

qualify for the Dependent Deduction, the child must live in the unit at least 50% of the time. 

CHILD CARE DEDUCTION 

Both families may include their own out of pocket child care expenses regardless of whether or not the child 

resides in the unit 50% of the time.   

DISABILITY ASSISTANCE EXPENSE DEDUCTION 

Both families may include their own out of pocket disability assistance expenses regardless of whether or not the 

child resides in the unit 50% of the time.   

ENTERING SPECIAL STATUS CODES ON THE 50059 

If both families have the child 50% of the time: 

 For the family taking the deduction, the OA must include JK in the child’s Special Status code field on the 

50059.   

http://www.rbdnow.com/
mailto:info@rbdnow.com
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/43503HSGH.PDF
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 For the family that is not taking the deduction, the OA must include CK in the child’s Special Status code 

field on the 50059. 

 
Note:  MAT Guide Chapter 5 Instruction:  JK = Dependent (D) whose custody is jointly shared by more than one family and 

lives in the unit 50% or more of the time.  Family receives a dependent allowance along with a child care allowance where 

applicable.  Count for unit size and income limit purposes.   

 

CK = Dependent (D) whose custody is jointly shared by more than one family and lives in the unit 50% or more of the time.  

Count for unit size and income limit purposes.   

 

If the child is in the unit less than 50% of the time, and when both families receive HUD housing assistance, the 

OA must include C in the child’s Special Status code field on the 50059. 

 

If the child does not live in the unit 50% of the time, always use code C.  In this case, the child care deduction 

applies, but the dependent deduction does not apply and the child should not be considered when applying unit 

size standards. 

 

Note:  MAT Guide Chapter 5 Instruction:  C = Dependent (D) whose custody is jointly shared by more than one 

family but who does not receive a dependent allowance and who lives in the unit less than 50% of the time.  Such 

a person’s child care expenses count toward the child care allowance. 

 

If the child is not in a joint custody arrangement, owner/agents do not enter JK, CK or C in the Special Status 

Code field for the child.   

INCOME & ASSETS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CHILD 

While owner/agents exclude income earned by a minor, unearned income is included when determining the 

family’s Assistance Payment.  Examples of unearned income include, but are not limited to: 

 Social Security Survivor’s benefits; 

 Supplemental Social Security Income (SSI); 

 Income from Special Needs Trusts; 

 Child Support (may be associated with a parent or a child); 

 Income from an asset. 

 

When determining the Assistance Payment, the family that includes the Dependent Deduction when determining 

Adjusted Income must also include: 

 Any unearned income;  

 Any assets held in the child’s name; 

 Income from those assets that are held in the child’s name. 

 

In some situations, the unearned income may be paid to a “Representative Payee” who does not live in the unit 

with the child.  Generally, family or friends serve as payees. Representative Payees must comply with guidance 

provided by the Social Security Administration in The Guide for Individual Representative Payees. 

 

To summarize, the Social Security Administration recommends that Representative Payees hold benefits in a 

checking or savings account to protect against loss or theft. When the Representative Payee establishes a separate 

account for the child the account is included as an asset. 

 

Interest earned belongs to the beneficiary (child) and is included as income from the asset.  

  

http://www.rbdnow.com/
mailto:info@rbdnow.com
https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10076.pdf
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THE EIV MULTIPLE SUBSIDY REPORT 

The EIV Multiple Subsidy Report provides information about household members who are listed on a 50059 

and/or 50058 in multiple units.  When more than one family shares custody of a child and both families live in 

assisted housing, that child should appear on the EIV Multiple Subsidy Report which is maintained in the EIV 

Master File.   

 

Owner/agents should make a note to the Master File explaining that more than one family shares custody of a 

child and both families live in assisted housing.  This is an accepted exception to the rule and no additional 

action is required.   

 

For training related to  

Move-in 

EIV 

Interim Recertification 

And Verification 

Visit our RBD OnDemand Training Page https://www.rbdnow.com/ondemand-training. 

 

 

To purchase forms related to 

Move-in 

EIV 

Interim Recertification 

And Verification 

Visit our RBD FASTForms Page https://www.rbdnow.com/fast-forms.    

 

 

  

 

http://www.rbdnow.com/
mailto:info@rbdnow.com
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